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Dr Zimbardo's Prison experiment
Introduction
Dr Zimbardo's Prison experiment focused on assessing whether the brutality among guards that was reported in American prisons was influenced by the prison environment or the outrageous behavior of the guards (Khan Academia medicine, 2015). Therefore Dr. Zimbardo simulated a prison environment; participants of the experiment were volunteered who were randomly given the roles of either guards or prisoners.  The research was initially planned to run for two weeks but was terminated after six days (Khan Academia medicine, 2015). The study monitored the behaviors of the participant to conclude. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Value of the Study about Social Psychology
The study was essential in monitoring social psychology of how people tend to react when under the influence of others (McLeord, 2018). In this experiment, the prisoners followed the instruction given by the guards which delineate how social role influence the behavior of a person. The psychological aspect of the research was also evident in that explaining the human reaction to captivity like that of a prison.
The Relevance of the Study about Contemporary World Issues
The current system of prison has been reported to alter the behavior of prisoners. There are incidences of reported torture and humiliation by the correctional officers across the world. The guards act under the influence of prisons authority that pushes them to behave violently towards the prisoners. A recent event that explains the social psychology of prisoners occurred in Iraq in Abu Ghraib prison (McLeord, 2018). The environment that the prisoners are logged in also explains their outrageous behavior in prison. Therefore the abusive behavior prevalent in our prison department is related to the finding of the Dr. Zimbrado experiment. 
The Value of the Study about Humanity as a Whole
The experiment shows that humans tendency to act differently when under the influence of power. The humanity aspect tends to be submerged by the authority that one has been given. The humanity aspect that was depicted in the experiment can be explained as deindividuation where a person becomes so involved in norms of the group such that a person loses the sense of identity and personal responsibility which was evident among the guards (McLeord, 2018).  For example, in Dr. Zimbardo's Prison experiment one of the participants who was a guard could not believe that they had behaved in a brutalizing way towards the prisoners. 
The Problems and Ethical Concerns the Study Created
The significant moral concern that was raised in the experiment is the concern about consent in which the participants were not informed of the possible outcomes of the experiment since the experiment was unpredictable (McLeord, 2018). Also, the participants lacked the consent of being arrested at their homes.  Since this was a research experiment, the participant has a right to know every detail of the experiment to assist in deciding against participating in the experiment. Lack of total consent to the participants brings an idea of deception which is against the ethics of conduct in a research experiment. 
Another ethical concern that was raised in the experiment is the lack of protection from humiliation and psychical harm among the prisoners (McLeord, 2018). There was evidence that the prisoners were exposed to humiliation during the experiment that led to one of the participants being released before the complication of the experiment and the final abandonment of the experiment before the end of the designated time. The guidelines on research experiment call for the protection of participants from humiliation which was bridged in this experiment breaking the code of ethics in a research experiment.
Current safeguards in place to reduce the likelihood of ethical concerns arising in research studies
The elimination of the ethical concerns tied to research studies is achieved through adherence to the standard guidelines which include minimizing of harm, provision of the right to withdraw, avoiding deception, informed consent and protecting anonymity as well as confidentiality (Center for Innovation in Research and Teaching, 2018).
In conclusion, Dr. Zimbardo's Prison experiment plays a critical role in the explanation of social psychology, through the research it is evident that humans tend to react differently when assigned diverse social roles and when under the captivity. The experiment explains the psychological behaviours of humans which tend to vary from one individual to another. Human’s behaviour is modified and dictated by the surrounding environment. 
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